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CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

(An Autonomous Organisation Under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

CBSE/ACAD/AP&AD(AC)/2026 Date: 18.06.2026
Circular No: Acad-43/2026

All the Heads of Schools affiliated to CBSE
Subject: P.N. Panicker Reading Day- Month Celebration 2026- reg.

The Government of Kerala observes 19" June as the 'Day of Reading' in the memory of P.N.
Panicker. To honour P.N. Panicker’s legacy, the P.N. Panicker Foundation is organizing a month-
long celebration of reading and literacy activities from 19" June to 18™ July, 2026. The event
seeks to inculcate Reading and Digital reading habit among the school students and
underprivileged population throughout the country leading to universalization of education.

You are requested to organise the suggestive activities mentioned at Annexure-1 and
encourage maximum participation of students to make the celebration meaningful and to foster
lifelong reading habits among children.

A brief report of the activities conducted including photographs may be uploaded in the Google
link: https://forms.gle/AhxBDdU9CMKHMM1J8

With best wishes!

(Dr. Praggya M. Singh)

Professor & Director (Academics)
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CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

(An Autonomous Organisation Under the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organisations and Institutions with a
request to disseminate the information to all the schools under their jurisdiction:

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet
Singh Marg, New Delhi-16

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area,
Noida-201309

3. The Secretary, Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS), Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India.

4. The Secretary, Sainik Schools Society, Room No. 101, D-1 Wing, Sena Bhawan, New Delhi-
110001

5. The Chairman, Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan, N-1/9, Near Doordarshan Kendra, PO
Sainik School Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751005

6. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old Secretariat,
Delhi-110054

7. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9,
Chandigarh-160017

8. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim —737101

9. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar —791111

10. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair — 744101

11. The Director of School Education, Ladakh, Room No0.101-102, Ground Floor, Council
Secretariat, Kurbathang, Kargil — Ladakh

12. The Director of School Education, Andhra Pradesh, 3 Floor, B block, Anjaneya Towers,
VTPS Rd, Bhimaraju Gutta, Ibrahimpatnam, Andhra Pradesh — 521 456

13. The Director, Jharkhand Education Project Council, Old HEC High School, JSCA Stadium
Road, Jagannathpur, Sector-lll, Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004 (Jharkhand)

14. Navy Education Society, Dte of Naval Education, Naval Headquarters, Ministry of Defence,
West Block-V, RK Puram, New Delhi-110066

15. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A -Wing, Sena Bhawan, DHQ, PO, New
Delhi-110001

16. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building No. 202,
Shankar Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010

17. DS to Chairperson, CBSE

18. Secretary/ Controller of Examinations/ All Directors, CBSE

19. All Regional Directors/ Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular to all
the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions

20. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ PPS/SPS/Under Secretary/ Assistant Secretary, CBSE

21. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE

22. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Academic Website

23. In-Charge, Library

24. Record File

Professor & Director (Academics)
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ANNEXURE - 1

Suggestive activities to be organised during P.N. Panicker Reading Day — Month
Celebration 2026

19t June - 18" July 2026

» Reading day begins on 19th June in all schools with a Reading Day Pledge in the school
assembly (copy enclosed) (in CBSE schools which are opening during July. The Reading
Pledge may be organized during the first week of school re-opening).

¢ Online-Offline Quiz competition for children to encourage reading.

¢ Painting and Drawing competitions for the children of Pre-Primary and Primary classes
(on-line, off-line).

 Various programme have to be organized in schools to promote reading through art forms
and art competition to be organized.

» The inaugural programmes may be organized and some prominent dignitaries may be
invited.

* Reading Day proclamation processions/Padha Yatras.

¢ Organization of seminars and workshops on the topic of ‘Reading for Development'.

¢ Organization of small and large book exhibitions.

* Debate may be organized inviting famous writers in schools.

o Establish P.N. Panicker reading corners in schools with around 50 books.

» Small and large awareness programmes against alcohol and drugs.

* Organization of ‘Mass Run’ with the participation of youth under the banner ‘Read and
Grow'.

» Organization of Street plays written by children with contemporary relevance.

* The group of children may be invited to discuss on famous books read by them.

o Discussions with literary and cultural leaders on topical issues may be organized.

¢ Organizations of the Knowledge/Resource Centres.

 Entrepreneurial awareness classes may be conducted.

*  Word competitions to develop good vocabulary in English and local languages.
* Organizations of Skill Development Training programmes.

» Competitions on Poetry recitations.



READING DAY PLEDGE

Today | stand and pledge with full faith of my ability to grow through reading
and discussions. | pledge to promote the development of my country,
Bharat, through judicious reading of books, as well as digital reading, and
through right action. | shall read books and practice digital reading, for
knowledge as well as technological empowerment. | shall shine the light of
knowledge gained, to solve the problems | face as well the challenges that
affect my country.

| realize that today we face multiple challenges, be it corruption, substance
abuse, or environmental problems. | shall make reading a habit and be a
solution to these challenges. | shall ensure best compliance to the legal
framework of my country and shall strive for a secure and secular
atmosphere. | shall strive to raise high, the value of knowledge, and the
pride of my country with my thoughts, words and deeds.



