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Envisioning a Sustainable Future: Students as Catalysts for

Transforming Water Dynamics

Students represent the most dynamic and influential segment of the population,
capable of driving significant social and environmental change. Their
involvement serves a dual purpose: educating them on crucial water-related
issues while empowering them to be the change agents in their communities.
Such a journey transforms them, ingraining a deep sense of responsibility
towards water conservation, and equips them with the knowledge to lead by

example.
Community Engagement through students

One of the most compelling reasons for involving students is their ability to
influence community behaviours. Young voices are powerful; they inspire change
and mobilize communities towards collective action. Students act as
messengers, carrying the critical message of water conservation from the
corridors of their schools to the wider community. Their enthusiasm and genuine
concern often resonate with people, encouraging households to adopt more

sustainable practices.
Case study: Jaldoot Programme in Assam

The JalDoot Programme, a pioneering initiative of Jal Jeevan Mission Assam,
has emerged as a beacon of hope in the arena of water conservation and water

management. Central to this programme is the involvement of students of



classes VIII to XII called ‘Jaldoots’, who play a crucial role in its execution and
outreach. Jaldoots are onboarded through a two-day interactive workshop,
“JalShala” followed by fieldwork and various levels of rewards and recognition
at each stage. The Programme aims at creating student champions who will
provide an assessment of the state of Piped Water Supply Schemes (PWSS) in
their locality among other activities like being ambassadors of Safe Drinking
Water, Water Quality, Water Conservation, Community Participation, Water
Sanitation and Hygiene, etc. It is expected that after completion of the
programme, the students will play the role of “Jal Doot” initiating advocacy on
safe practices among the community at different levels viz. own household,
school, neighbourhood, friends and society disseminating their learning from the
programme. Each student nominated as Jaldoot is registered and engaged
through WhatsApp ChatBot called “Jaldoot Bot”. As of date, 630 Jalshalas are
conducted, wherein, more than 24,000 students have participated and nearly
14,000 Jaldoots are using ChatBot. Moreover, the Jaldoots perform a set of 24
activities in a gamified format specially curated in the DISS (Discover,
Investigate, Solve, Share) framework. The scores obtained by a Jaldoot for the
successful completion of activities nudged by the Jaldoot Bot are reflected on a
dynamic scorecard called Jaldoot Leaderboard. All Jaldoots, teachers, trainers
and other stakeholders can view the updates as posted in the leaderboard from
time to time within the comprehensive dashboard. The achievements of Jaldoots
are also featured on the Changemaker profile, underscoring the positive

changes brought about by their dedicated efforts.



The first phase of the programme has been initiated covering around 5000 Piped
Water Supply Schemes across all the districts of Assam, supported by 25000
(approx) Jaldoot volunteers. Eventually, around 3 lakh Jaldoot volunteers from

all across Assam will participate in this programme.
Benefits of Nationwide Replication of Involving Students

Extending the idea of the Jaldoot Programme across India's diverse landscapes
promises a manifold increase in its benefits. Every district across the nation,
with its unique environmental challenges and cultural backdrop, stands to gain
from the fresh wave of enthusiasm and innovation brought in by the young
students. This nationwide movement could significantly bolster India's efforts
towards sustainable water use, environmental conservation, and climate
resilience. Moreover, participation in initiatives like the Jaldoot Programme
enriches the educational experience of the young population. It provides
students with a practical application of their theoretical knowledge, bridging the
gap between classroom learning and real-world challenges. This holistic
approach to education nurtures critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and a
sense of responsibility towards societal issues. Moreover, it prepares students
for a better future by instilling in them the principles of sustainability,

leadership, and community service.



