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CBSE/Acad. /Dir.(ART&I)/2014 Circular No: Acad.- 04 /2014
28th January, 2014
All the Heads of Institutions affiliated to CBSE.

Subject: Open Text-based Assessment in the Annual Examination of Class XI,
March, 2014

Ref: Circular No. Acad. 78/10.12.2013.
Dear Principal,

Further to the circular referred above, the following may please be noted with regard to the
conduct of Open Text-based Assessment (OTBA) in the subjects of Geography, Economics
and Biology of Class XI:

1. The schools will be provided the question/salongwith the relevant theme/text
already provided by the CBSE.

2. Thetext and the question/s will be providedto schools through E-mail on their
registered email-ids.

3. The text and question/s will be mailed in the first week of February 2014. Their
Marking Scheme will follow soon.

4. The schools are compulsorily required to use the OTBA Questions provided by the
CBSE though email (to be inserted in the Question Paper prepared by the school)

5. Schools are not allowed to completely change the OTBA question provided by the
Board. However the schools can make minor modification in the OTBA question to
the extent of factual errors, grammatical mistakes, etc.

6. Due care has been taken by the CBSE while preparing these questions and under no
circumstance; the question should be replaced by the one of a different difficulty
level / testing objective.

7. Please ensure that the relevant text with questions is also provided to the students.

Note to the teacher:

Teachers may also note that the questions based on the OTBA are open-ended. The objective
of these questions is to allow students to present their perspective on the given
question/swith reference to the OTBA material, concepts learnt during the teaching-
learning session in Class XI, discussions held in the classroom and their own awareness of
the given theme/ text.

It is important that a student must be able to present his/her arguments logically, coherently
and cogently. Hence while teachers are correcting their answers, it is important to be open
minded about the students’ views. The answers included in the Marking Scheme supplied
give only a few indicative points to a particular question. Due credit should be given to the
relevance of the content, analysis, logical presentation of arguments and conclusions drawn
in the answer.

This may be brought to the notice of concerned teachers.
Yours sincerely,
Sd/-

(Dr. Sadhana Parashar)
Director (Academics, Research, Training & Innovation)




Copy with a request to respective Heads of Directorates/KVS/NVS/CTSA as indicated
below to also disseminate the information to all concerned schools under their

jurisdiction:

1. The Commissioner, KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan, 18-Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh
Marg, New Delhi-110016.

2. The Commissioner, NavodayaVidyalayaSamiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area, Noida-
2013009.

3. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old Secretariat,
Delhi-110 054.

4. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9,
Chandigarh-160 017.

5. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim - 737101.

6. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar - 791 111

7. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair - 744101.

8. The Director of Education, S.LE., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, JungleeGhat, P.0. 744103, A&N Islands

9. The Secretary, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESS Plaza, Community Centre, Sector 3

Rohini, Delhi-110085.

10. All Regional Directors/ Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular to all

the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions.

11. All Associate Professor & Additional Directors/ Advisors/ Consultants
12. All Additional Director/ Joint Director/ Deputy Director/ Assistant Director,

Vocational Cell, CBSE

13. The Research Officer (Technology) with the request to put this circular on the CBSE
websites.

14. All Assistant Professor & Joint Directors, CBSE

15. All Assistant Professor & Deputy Directors, CBSE

16. The Deputy Director (Examination & Reforms), CBSE

17. The Assistant Librarian, CBSE

18. The Public Relations Officer, CBSE

19. The Hindi Officer, CBSE

20. PS to Chairman, CBSE

21. PS to Secretary, CBSE

22. SO to Controller of Examinations, CBSE

23. PS to Director (Special Exams and CTET), CBSE

24. PA to Professor & Director (Academics, Research, Training &

Innovation), CBSE

25. PA to Director (Information Technology)
26. PA to Director (EDUSAT)

Director (Academics, Research, Training & Innovation)



